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DESIGN SENSE

Benson & Associates specializes in g
creating a true sense of place o
by LINDA HAYES / photography by HOLGER OBENAUS o =
sk KAREN BENSON ABOUT the philosophy fluid, organic design process that begins with gettin':-w;
of her studio, Benson Associates sense of a client’s style and lifestyle. “For example, well
Interior Design in the Downtown Fort have them look through photos of interiors and desng
Myers River District, and she responds websites to find out whether they prefer clean, taildifea
with the clarity and conviction that lines with a Zen quality or something bright, colorful
has long been a hallmark of her career: “It's not just and busy,” she says. “It's our ‘creative energy’ phase.”
about design. It’s about doing our best, about meeting That done, the project team will pull a ‘mini -
clients’ expectations,” she shares. “Sometimes design presentation’ together and hone in on elements suer
will be trumped by budget or personal aesthetics, but as paint colors, fabrics, tiles and finishes. Typically :
in the end, it’s their home. We just want them to walk in | something like a collection of Industrial-looking tilles -
and say, ‘We’re so happy to be here.” an interesting pairing of barn wood with glossy tile c;r
For each of her projects, Benson, along with one or a piece of art a client Particularly favors will start the
more of a trio of project leaders (Shana Williamson, process off with a wow factor that helps formulate the
Michelle Briggs and Stephanie Mansberger), leads a design. A comprehensive architectyral Interior design

108

SE FLORIDA STYLE & DESIGN



b TTre e (e o
L R (e e L P
gty bt (b e b b s
- i e W el L ki
e
Pacpar g TR mem T b 0 e e L
P & v M
S, i i Pt s Lt it
e e L AL
oo herem 1 g b e
Vo (b i P ST B R Y
Pk i T s aviy, bad 8 B B
Rrtii il Aergn e Revry o s
& AF B e e s
Were Py i g TS T S
iy B Py el B
el Fambnr sy e

] e § W g Pl i
g simiad i i Y g, T
el i PbA TS & ol
] Gardire o B wE A -
gt Bl e giard
"im s P i T T

e

i FLODA FYVLT b DURES

[ i Sy
Pl i Pipregny sy o
I i PO, D reteet e

g B &
i, B g “mise 3
et R T " Ill'_“-“-

B ey

0 iy ol "

ot S
tme Tor s 0 e e
s et wi i mth

s mrLg W
i s

BT gy
Pt e, m, ke
AP ey o
o mm g



	image001
	image002
	image005

